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Transport and Communications
The significance of the Volga and its chief tributary, the
Kama, cannot be over-stressed. It was around the junction
of these two great rivers that the ancient kingdom of the
Kama Bulgars was founded, and later, that of the Tartars
with the capital at Kazan. The Tartars, in turn, were con-
quered by the Moscow State. The importance of Kazan,
situated at the junction of the main east-west route with the
Volga, running from north to south, was increased when it
became also the junction between railway and waterway.
The early development and colonization of the remainder
of the Volga lands was closely associated with the commence-
ment of regular river navigation in the middle of the nine-
teenth century, and the construction of railway-lines from
Europe to Siberia and Central Asia. It \vas the gro\vth of the
transport system which not only increased the trade and
commerce of to\vns on the Volga but also brought about the
conditions in which their industries could expand.
Population
It is not surprising that large cities such as Kazan and
Kuibishev are situated at points where the main raihvay-lines
cross the Volga. Kazan (401,655) is the administrative centre
of the Tartar Republic. Kuibishev (Fig. 46), a town of more
than 390,000 inhabitants, is the centre for the whole of the
middle Volga region. The town lies on the great bend of the
Volga, at the junction with the Kuibishev river. It is an
important point for the transhipment of grain from river to
railway, and in consequence contains large grain-elevators
and flour-mills. Northern timber, trans-Volga grain, Turk-
menistan cotton, on their journeys by rail and river, meet
here. Food products, transport machinery, and building
materials (e.g., asphalt, cement, etc.) are manufactured in
the town.1
1 The importance of Kuibishev will be further increased by the com-
pletion of two new hydro-electric stations with a capacity of 3-4 million
kilowatts.